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A group of Fellows, faculty, staff,
colleagues from Starkey Labs, friends,
and family honored Dr. Michael Pa-
parella, founder of IHF, with a “roast”
in late September 2008, at a lovely din-
ner at the Radisson near the University
of Minnesota.

Slide presentations about the im-
pact of their training in Minneapolis,
their tutelage under Dr. Paparella, and
subsequent exchanges with Fellows
after their return to their home clinics
were presented by Drs. Neil Sperling
(New York), Sady da Costa (Brazil),
and Malik Diop (Senegal), assisted by
Marcelo Piza (Brazil). Many friend-
ships and recollections were refreshed
at this happy occasion. Countries
represented include Senegal, Brazil,
Germany, Iran, Japan, Korea, and the
United States.

First Annual Paparella Lectureship at the University of Minnesota

Saumil N. Merchant, M.D., Ph.D., of Harvard Univer-
sity, was the speaker April 13 at the first annual Paparella
Lectureship held at the University of Minnesota. About 75
attendees viewed 3D images from Merchant’s presentation,
“Cornerstone of Otology,” which highlighted temporal
bone research conducted in Boston. Merchant also noted
the importance of temporal bone research being done at
the University of Min-
nesota Otology Lab,
one of the largest in
the world.

Right, L to R: Drs. Oleg
Froymovich, Saumil Merchant,
Michael Paparella, and Bevan
Yueh, chair of the U of M De-
pariment of Otolaryngology.

See Executive Director’s column on p. 2 concerning a funding and staffing crisis af the research labs.

2009 AAO MEETING: San Diego, Oct. 4-7
Stop at Starkey Booth for IHF Reception Details.



Hear Ye, Hear Ye

Greetings to our Board members, friends and supporters. These
have been most financially trying times for all of us personally and our
society at large. These times not only test our resolve to weather the
financial crisis but also challenge our foundation of trust. Many chari-
table organizations were seriously jeopardized and some even totally
decimated by unscrupulous investors like Bernie Madoff. We are thank-
ful that the International Hearing Foundation was not at the mercy of
such nefarious individuals. However, even our foundation failed to escape the wrath of the
markets. As personal portfolios shrank so did the charitable contributions of individuals
and corporate sponsors. Unfortunately the needs of charitable organizations like ours are
greater than ever for us to provide aid to medically underserved areas of developing coun-
tries as well as to our communities in the United States.

This economic crisis has had significant impact on education and research in health-
care. The acquisition of grants for research has become increasingly competitive, with the
limited funding from NIH largely appropriated to areas of research into cancer, AIDS, and
cardiac disease. Private donations have also demonstrated significant decline in light of
the current economy. Our temporal bone laboratory, which represents the foundation of
research into disorders of hearing and balance, is also falling victim to this crisis. We have
already lost a very talented researcher and are at risk of forcing the departure of many
more. This “tree” we have planted to produce leaders in otologic research and clinical
practice in many corners of the world must not be allowed to die. Infusion of funding is
crucial right now in order to prevent the disruption of current scientific projects that may
have profound influence on the diagnosis and treatment of ear disease in the future. Our
mission of training international Fellows to assume positions of leadership in otologic
research must continue.

In spite of all the difficulties, we at the IHF are optimistic about the immediate fu-
ture. We have the “audacity of hope” that our partners and sponsors will find that humani-
tarian investment provides better returns in the certainty of our accomplishment. Un-
daunted by the current problems, the IHF will continue tirelessly working at existing
domestic and international projects. We look forward to the very popular International
Golf Classic not only as a productive fundraiser but also as a fun event and a chance to visit
with all IHF’s friends and supporters.

—Oleg Froymovich, M.D., President

Welcome! New Board Member Rich Kleber

Rich joined Merrill Lynch as a financial advisor in 1998 and fo-
cuses his business on investment planning and portfolio management.
Prior to joining Merrill Lynch he spent 10 years in the newspaper
publishing business. His last job in that industry was as publisher of
the twice-weekly Northfield (Minn.) News. A native of Northfield, Rich
graduated from St. Olaf College in 1986 with a degree in math. He was
active as an athlete and team captain in both basketball and track. Rich was a state
champion sprinter in high school and All-American in college. His leadership skills
and problem-solving ability are used daily as he works with clients to find solutions
to their most challenging financial questions. He and his wife Elizabeth live in Edina
with their three children, Brynja, Jett, and Treva. He is a member of Rotary Interna-
tional #9 and of St. Stephen’s Church and serves on the boards of the United Nations
Association of Minnesota, the IHF, and two scholarship organizations. In his spare
time Rich enjoys basketball, golf, and going to concerts.

Thanks! H. Theodore (Ted) Grindal, Retiring Board Member

Ted served on the IHF Board of Directors for 20 years. He chaired
the Board for two years and also chaired numerous committees of the
board over the years. Also, Ted provided legal assistance to the IHF in
helping revise and interpret the bylaws of the organization. The provi-
sion of care through international medical missions and the research
function at the otopathology lab were always particularly important to
Ted. On the fundraising front, Ted has participated in almost all of the golf tourna-
ments by helping sponsor the event and teams to play in the tournament. He has
enjoyed the camaraderie of the event working with Treva and Matt Blair to make it
better every year. “I remember when we started the tournament years ago and there
was concern about getting enough participation. It is a true testament to Treva and
the Board that the golf tournament has grown to be such a successful and significant
event. It not only raises substantial funds, it helps educate participants on the impor-
tant work of IHF,” Ted said.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S DESK

The International
Hearing Foundation has
benefited from the gener-
ous giving of thousands
of supporters like you.
Thank you for that com-
mitment and for the financial support that
has been so critical to both the progress of
research and our ability to advance our mis-
sions.

Unfortunately, we have not been im-
mune to the impact of the economic down-
turn that has taken place over the course of
the last few months. The reality is that the
environment of philanthropic support, re-
gardless of the cause, has been dramatically
affected by the current fiscal conditions.

Right now, more than ever, we need to
continue our progress. In 2008 we funded
more research than we ever have before
in one year, and appealed to the govern-
ment to allocate unprecedented amounts
to research involving temporal bones
through grants from the NIH (National
Institutes of Health). These leaps forward
that are propelling us toward cures must
be continued without delay. We must not
lose our hard-won momentum now. Our
research is critical to the many who suffer
from Meniere’s, tinnitus, otitis media, and
other earrelated diseases. We need to find
cures. Our research must continue.

Though I realize that many of you have
been personally affected in some way by
these harsh economic circumstances, I am
turning to you and asking for your help
now to raise the shortfall we are experienc-
ing in our fundraising efforts. We remain
committed to our goal of funding innova-
tive research for Meniere’s and tinnitus and
advocating on behalf of our patients, to the
NIH to do the same. Please consider help-
ing IHF through this difficult economic
time. We must ensure that the promised
research to find cures—will not end. Your
gift will make a difference.From all of us at
IHF, thank you for you continued support.

—Treva Paparella

IHF International Fellows in
the Research Labs

L to R: Laro Inagak; Shigenobu Nomiya;
Shruti Joglekar, Rie Nomiya; Kyoichi Lerao;
Armin Derocee, Norimasa Morita.






