
Stay in touch! Visit:
www.ihf-mmf.org

or e-mail:  
trp-mmp@prodigy.net

talkEAR
A newsletter of the International Hearing Foundation Fund 
of the Minnesota Medical Foundation at the University of Minnesota 

Spring 2006

MMeemmoorraabbllee HHeellpp ff rroomm IIHHFF ffoorr aann UUnnssuussppeecctteedd HHeeaarriinngg PPrroobb ll eemm

International Hearing Foundation
200 Oak Street S.E., #300
McNamara Alumni Center
University of Minnesota Gateway
Minneapolis, MN 55455-2030
612-339-2120
TRP-MMP@prodigy.net
www. ihf-mmf.org

May is Better
Hearing Month …

The perfect time to 

discover what you may

have been missing.

An estimated 

30 million Americans

suffer some kind of

hearing loss.

Get Tested!

Nowadays there is a state
law that newborns must receive
a hearing test, but there was no
such law when Samantha
Petron was born. Her parents
thought for sure they would
know if there was any problem.
But "Samantha’s sweet smile,"
as her former first-grade
teacher Maxine Tonn noted,
led people to believe she
understood, even though she

was not responding to questions. Then the results of her
school’s routine hearing-screening came back, and Steve and
Roxanne Petron were stunned to learn from Princeton
(Minn.) South Elementary School that their daughter had not
passed the test. They hadn’t noticed any signs of a problem;
Samantha was an excellent student, one of the best readers in
her class, and she "talked just fine." They were advised to take
her to an outside facility for further testing, and decided to do
so, even though they could hardly believe there was a problem.

The audiologist at a clinic in St. Cloud found Samantha to
be totally deaf in her left ear and moderately deaf in her right
ear. Both that clinic and a pediatric hearing doctor in
Plymouth said nothing could be done for the "nerve deafness."
There hadn’t even been an unusual history of ear infections.
Determined to learn "why, when, how," the Petrons took the
advice of Steve’s mother Mary, who knew of Dr. Michael
Paparella, world-renowned for helping the hearing-impaired
and founder of the International Hearing Foundation, whose
"passion is helping people hear."

Dr. Paparella cleared up some of the mystery of

Dr. Antonio de la Cruz, Dr. Michael
Paparella, and Dr. Michel Portmann were
honored at the first "4 Otology" confer-
ence held in September 2005 in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. All four officers for the meet-
ing, President Sady daCosta, M.D., Vice
President Luiz Carlos deSousa, M.D.,
Secretary Marcelo Hueb, M.D., and
Treasurer Marcelo Piza, M.D., are former
IHF Fellows. The IHF congratulates them
on their hard work. This meeting was
attended by 700 ENT physicians from
across Brazil. Drs. deSousa, Piza, and
daCosta direct the Paparella Foundation
in Ribeirao Preto, Brazil, where each year
they give "free care" to hundreds of chil-
dren in need of medical care and hearing
aids. This foundation is a sister foundation
to the IHF. 

Letter from Dr. Sady daCosta 

In 1986 as a young doctor finishing my residency, I

faced a big challenge in my life: how could I improve

my knowledge in otolaryngology and specifically in

otology and neurotology? How could I fulfill the ambi-

tious (and innocent) goals that I set in the dawn of

medical school in Porto Alegre, south Brazil: having a

dazzling future where my technical and scientific

knowledge would help the needy people of my country

and teaching medical students and residents in the

academy? Big projects, big dreams, big problems. No

money, no contacts, no credentials. An idea in my mind

and a will pounding in my heart.

I had to move from principles to practice (not by

coincidence, the name of my first book) to make it hap-

pen. I looked for scholarships supported by well-known

international philanthropic organizations. After two

years of interviews, I received a Rotary Foundation

Scholarship($17,000 for two years—airfare included)

and also something I found out to be more important:

human support, tenderness and all the love in the

world. Dr. Dan Barnett, a member of IHF’s board,

Samantha’s schoolroom suc-
cess by explaining that she
was lip-reading in class. This
was verified by a test in which
sound-deadeners were placed
over Samantha’s ears while
someone spoke to her. She
"still knew everything we were
saying," said her father. Dr.
Paparella was also able to per-
form surgery on Samantha’s
left ear to loosen the "ham-
mer bone" beneath the
eardrum. This regained for
her 30% of hearing in that
ear within two weeks. Dr.
Paparella then referred the
Petrons to his friend Bill
Austin, founder of Starkey
Hearing Foundation, whose
dedication is to helping
equip the hearing-impaired
with hearing aids. Photo by Joel
Stottrup, Princeton Union-Eagle,
used by permission. Text con-
densed by Ginny Hansen from
Stottrup’s original article.

Online support-group coordinator 
Casey Durnil’s e-mail address: 

durnilw@yahoo.com
Otopathology lab’s new web site:

www.otopathology.com CCoonntt.. oonn pp.. 33
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MMIISSSSIIOONN SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT
The International Hearing Foundation—nonprofit, tax-exempt, and funded solely
through donations and fundraising events—has a three-fold mission: otological
service, education, and research, all areas of great need. Beneficiaries of these
charitable endeavors are first local but also international. The International
Hearing Foundation is the only hearing-related association in the world
that has an international focus.

BBOOAARRDD OOFF DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS
President Joseph McCarthy, Vice-President Henry Kristal, Secretary/Treasurer
Michael M. Paparella M.D., Executive Director Treva Paparella. Board Members:
George Adams M.D., Gordon Alexander M.D., Bill & Tani Austin, Dan Barnett Ph.D.,
Bradley Birnberg, Oleg Froymovich M.D., Jacqui Gardner, H. Theodore Grindal,
James D. Hainlen, Francis Hobson M.D., Robert Margolis Ph.D., Stan McDonald,
Matthew Patterson M.D., Elizabeth Payne M.D., Pat Schachern, Kathy Soderberg,
Edmund Tunney, Joe White. Matt Blair is IHF fuindraiser.

As I look back over the past 16 years as
Executive Director, I’m reminded of how far we’ve
come and yet how much more there is to do.
Because of you, our supporters, we’ve been able
to expand our programs here at IHF. We’ve
donated hearing aids and medical care to needy
children here, and we continue to support our
missions in Senegal (Africa) and in Santiago,
Chile-—in place now for 15 years.

Your contributions have also made it possible for IHF to donate
grant monies to the Otopathology Lab at the University of
Minnesota, which has also received two large grants from Starkey
Labs and the Hubbard Foundation. These will help the lab continue
the much-needed research on diseases of the ear such as otitis media,
Meniere’s, and tinnitus. Other grant monies have been used to help
with the Fellowship program, which trains ear, nose, and throat physi-
cians from all over the world and enables them to do research here in
our lab and to publish research papers relating to diseases of the ear.
Your donations help us with our commitment to the Marlys
Soderberg Meniere’s & Tinnitus Support Group, which is as strong
today as it was when Marlys started it back in 1985. Our group leader,
Rosie Hulse-Larson, does an excellent job of running the groups,
which provide speakers on topics related to both diseases.

The IHF was founded to address all these needs of people with

Everyone lucky enough to be involved
in the programs of the International
Hearing Foundation soon becomes aware
of the spirit and vitality that exists within
the organization. Members of our IHF
board of directors have the unique oppor-
tunity to see first-hand how positive thinking, focus on mission,
and total commitment to achievement of our goals serve as the
driving force behind IHF’s successes.

The key ring I carry is attached to a bronze medallion on
which is printed the IHF logo and three words selected by the
foundation to define its purpose over two decades ago:
Service…Education…Research.

As the only hearing-related association with a truly internation-
al focus, IHF took on a unique task—to function globally while
relying upon the medical knowledge, the talented people, and
the resources it knew would be available here in Minnesota.

In accomplishing our goals, IHF has remained closely allied to
the University of Minnesota Medical School. This issue of “Ear
Talk” continues the practice of highlighting some of the wonder-
ful success stories that have had their origins in the symbiotic rela-
tionship between these institutions.

As part of its commitment to research, each year IHF provides
the U of M Medical School the monies needed to fund an
otopathology laboratory that is recognized as a leading resource
in research for diagnosing and curing diseases of the ear. This
laboratory is one of only three such centers in the United States
and IHF’s support helps ensure that this unique facility continues
to provide a vital service to medicine.

As I write this letter, we are deeply saddened to learn of the
death of Dr. George Adams, who served as head of the U of M
department of otolaryngology for the past 16 years. Dr. Adams
was an active supporter of IHF and served as a member of our
board for many years. His fervor for the IHF mission and his ever-
present support of its efforts was an inspiration to all of us. We
will miss him as a professional and as a dear friend.
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye...
From IHF President
Joseph McCarthy

Happily married to Stacy Pinck for almost ten
years, Brad Birnberg and Stacy have three wonder-
ful children, Julia, 8, Jake, 5, and Allison, 3. His
interests include a passion for food and wine, a love
of golf and also spectator sports, and simply spend-
ing time with family and good friends. Besides IHF
he is also very active with a number of other chari-
table organizations. A graduate of both the
University of Minnesota’s Law School and Carlson School of Business,
Brad is currently President and COO of Joey’s Seafood and Grill. His
involvement with IHF was initiated through a professional relation-
ship with Dr. Michael Paparella, and he has since become well
acquainted with Treva Paparella too. He says "During my time with
IHF, I have been extremely impressed with the far-reaching impact of
the organization. The IHF changes lives, in a positive manner, across
numerous continents. I look forward to continuing to learn more
about IHF and contributing to its continued strength and growth.”  

specialist in otolargyngology practicing near Minneapolis/St. Paul
and in southern Minnesota, Dr. Matthew Patterson also has train-

ing in and practices in the subspecialty of otology (ears). He is
employed part-time by Austin Medical Center - Mayo Health System.
Dr. Patterson has been associated with the IHF since 1996. After com-

pleting Fellowship training with Dr. Paparella in
otology in 1997, he served on the IHF Board of
Directors for two years. During that time he
worked on behalf of the organization as part of a
surgical team providing care to patients in Dakar,
Senegal, in West Africa. He returned to Senegal
two years later as part of another surgical team, in
part sponsored by IHF, and has continued to work
with IHF to support surgeons in Senegal in their
continued efforts at the primary public hospital in

Dakar. Dr. Patterson is appreciative of the opportunity to be a member
of the Board of Directors of IHF again and to continue working with
the organization on its many charitable programs within the United
States and throughout the world.
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Brad Birnberg

Matthew Patterson,
M.D., F.A.C.S.
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hearing disorders, and we are committed to carrying out those missions
through SERVICE, EDUCATION, and RESEARCH—the basis of our
mission statement. With your help, we can make a difference. Again,
thank you for the caring spirit that leads you to make life-changing con-
tributions to support the mission of the International Hearing
Foundation. —Treva Paparella
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